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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
Fred Alger, DDS, MS 

I hope that all of you had a great summer and found some time to 
enjoy the sunshine and warm weather. The only thing that 
disappoints me about summer is that it seems to go by too quickly. 
This year too is going by quickly. My term as your President is 
already more than half over. With this in mind, I would like to 
review some of the accomplishments of The Columbus Dental 
Society thus far in 2016. I would also like to look ahead to events 
coming up within the next several months. 

Our Board of Directors and Membership Committee have invested 
many hours to bring our members a completely new website. In 

fact, you may well be reading this message on our new website. Now you can go online to 
register for continuing education for you and your staff and view upcoming events in our 
society. You can also learn how to volunteer your services in several free clinics in town. In 
an effort to promote your practice, patients can go to our website to find a Columbus 
Dental Society dentist close to home. Thanks again to our Program Committee chaired by 
Dr. Kyle Bogan for an outstanding job with this arduous project. If you have not yet done 
so, I encourage you to view our new website at www.columbusdentalsociety.org. 

This year we have restructured and expanded our Continuing Education Program 
Committee. I am very appreciative of the hard work and creativity of the members of this 
committee. I am especially delighted to see that we have already planned a quality lineup 
of speakers for 2017.  It was communicated to us from various society members, that a 
change in venue might encourage greater participation at CE and general membership 
meetings. Several changes in venue are already in place for October. 

Those of us fortunate enough to be dentists know that we are in an interesting and 
challenging profession. There are unique challenges facing the dentist in private practice.  
We must learn not only how to provide the best clinical treatment possible to our 
patients, but we must also know how to manage a small business. I confess that for much 
of my career in private practice, my focus was on improving my clinical skills, while my 
understanding of how to run a small business was lacking. Today’s dentist needs to be an 
expert in both areas. On Friday October 7, we are privileged to have Ken Runkle speak to 
our Society at Muirfield Country Club. Ken is the President of The Paragon Program, and he 
has been providing dental practice management for 30 years. He is a nationally recognized 
lecturer and author. You may have even seen his smiling face on the cover of Dental 
Economics in June of 2012. I expect Ken to provide us with a fresh and dynamic lecture. I 
would encourage you to register for this upcoming CE program, whether you have been in 
practice many years or especially if you are a young dentist. Staff members are also 
welcome to attend. Dentist members of the Paragon Program can register for no fee. We 
hope to see you there. 

Other events planned for this year include an “Eat and Learn” at the next general 
membership meeting on the evening of Monday, October 17. Various lecturers from the 
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College of Dentistry will give a table side lecture at The Fawcett Center on The Ohio State 
University campus. There is no fee to attend if you are already a Columbus Dental Society 
member. On October 27th, Kristie Nation will give a presentation to our Lean and Mean 
study group entitled, “How to Deal with the Demanding Patient.” It sounds like a good 
time. 

I am hopeful that some of the changes that we are making within our society will 
encourage greater participation from our members. If you have not been to a Columbus 
Dental Society meeting for a while, we would love to see you. Our organization is only as 
strong as our members. 
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Mark Your Calendars 

September 15-18    ODA Annual Session 
             Greater Columbus Convention Center 

September 29      Lean & Mean Study Club 
             "How to Deal with the Demanding Patient" 
             Columbus Dental Society Office 

Fall 2016        Capital Club Meeting 
             Time, Date, & Location TBA 

October 6         OSHA Update ($65) 
             Country Club at Muirfield Village 

October 7        7 Hour Continuing Education Course 
             "Profitability through Growth" 
             Country Club at Muirfield Village 

October 17       General Membership Meeting: Eat & Learn 
             The Ohio State University Fawcett Center 

November 3       Success Triangle for Young Dentists 
             Columbus Dental Society Office 

December 1       Holiday Party 
             Hubbard Grille in the Short North 
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Website Update 

You can check out the updated website at www.columbusdentalsociety.org. You will find 
information about the history and organization of the society, volunteer opportunities, as 
well as news on upcoming events and continuing education courses. Also, event 
registration for all continuing education courses and general membership meetings can be 
completed online through our website at  

http://www.columbusdentalsociety.org/educationalopportunities 
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Continuing Education 
Dental Practice Management 

"Profitability through Growth"
Speaker: Ken Runkle

Friday, October 7, 2016 

Country Club At Muirfield Village 
8715 Muirfield Drive 
Dublin, OH 43017 
9:00am - 4:30pm 

7 CE hours 

Legislative Issues Heat Up 

By ODA Staff 

A flurry of legislative activities occurred on dental-
related bills in the first half of the year as the General 
Assembly prepared for its summer break, heading into 
the fall elections. 

Non-covered services 
On April 5, the Ohio Senate Insurance Committee held a hearing for opponent testimony 
regarding House Bill 95, which is supported by the ODA and would prohibit dental 
insurance companies from being able to dictate the fees that dentists charge for services 
that the insurer does not even cover. 

Representatives from Delta Dental of Ohio, Ohio Education Association, Ohio Association of 
Health Plans, AFSCME Ohio Council 8, National Association of Dental Plans and Ohio 

�5

Paragon Members: Free 
ADA Members: $195 

Young Dentists (in practice 10yrs or less): $95 
Retired Members/Staff/Auxiliary $95 

Non-members: $390
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Chamber of Commerce testified against House Bill 95. The representative from Delta 
Dental testified that House Bill 95 amounts to “government intrusion into a private 
contract voluntarily entered into by two willing parties” and that passage of the 
legislation would “result in a higher cost of dental care for Ohioans.” 

House Bill 95 was introduced in 2015 and passed out of the Ohio House of Representatives 
by a 61-33 vote. In November, ODA Vice President Dr. Steve Moore, who is a general dentist 
in West Chester, testified before the Ohio Senate Insurance Committee providing specific 
examples of how the insurance companies’ non-covered services requirements interfere 
with the dentist-patient relationship. ODA Executive Director David Owsiany also testified, 
arguing that House Bill 95 protects small business dental offices from unfair insurance 
company tactics that interfere with dentists and their patients on services that the 
insurers do not even cover. 

Dental therapists 
On May 17, Sen. Peggy Lehner (R-Kettering) introduced legislation that would create a new 
dental provider in Ohio. Senate Bill 330 would authorize a “dental therapist” to practice in 
Ohio after receiving just three years of training after high school. This new provider would 
have a broad scope of practice, including diagnosis, treatment planning, scaling, 
irreversible surgical dental procedures, including restorations and extractions, and 
supervising dental assistants, EFDAs and dental hygienists. 

Upon introduction of Senate Bill 330, ODA President Dr. Chris Connell, who is a general 
dentist from Lyndhurst, announced the ODA’s opposition to the bill stating that “allowing 
undertrained individuals to perform irreversible surgical procedures would be detrimental 
to the oral health of Ohioans and would be an unnecessary distraction from the progress 
being made in addressing the critical issue of access to dental care in Ohio.” Senate Bill 
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330 has been assigned to the Senate Government Oversight and Reform Committee, which 
expects to hold hearings on Senate Bill 330 later this year. 

Terminal distributor license 
On April 25, Sen. John Eklund (R-Munson Township) introduced legislation as part of the 
governor’s initiative to combat opiate abuse. Senate Bill 319 will, among other things, 
require any health care professionals, including dentists, physicians and veterinarians, 
who possess Schedule I, II, III, IV, or V drugs in their offices to have a terminal distributor 
of dangerous drugs license from the Ohio State Board of Pharmacy. This new initiative is 
designed to ensure that all locations that have controlled substances are regulated by the 
pharmacy board. 

On May 24, Owsiany testified on behalf of the ODA 
before the Ohio Senate Health and Human Services 
Committee arguing that while the ODA supports 
reasonable regulation of dangerous drugs especially in 
light of the burgeoning opiate abuse crisis, the ODA 
prefers such regulation be handled by the Ohio State 
Dental Board, which already regulates the practice of 
dentistry. 

Representatives from the Ohio Pharmacy Board testified that the Ohio State Dental 
Board’s regulation of dangerous drugs in dental offices has been inadequate, noting that 
the dental board does not sufficiently regulate the “security, control and recordkeeping of 
controlled substance medications” or conduct regular inspections of dental offices. Senate 
Bill 319 passed the Ohio Senate by a 33-0 vote and is currently pending in the Ohio House 
of Representatives. 

The General Assembly expects to reconvene in September. Keep an eye on the “ODA 
Today” for updates on these important legislative issues. 
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Comments or Suggestions? 

Contact bulletin editor, Dr. Joseph Mess at messjoseph@gmail.com


